Response to the Strategic Framework for the Tropical Forests Initiative for Climate and
Sustainable Development 2024 - 2027

The Danish Family Planning Association (DFPA) appreciates the opportunity to provide inputs and
comments to Strategic Framework for the Tropical Forests Initiative for Climate and Sustainable
Development 2024 - 2027.

Overall, we welcome the capital contribution to the Tropical Forests Initiative and see this in line with
the political commitment to provide climate finance. We appreciate that the strategic framework is
referring to HRBA and LNOB and that the program has a strong focus on contributing to gender
equality. Gender equality is key is climate justice and sustainable climate action. And so is health,
including sexual and reproductive health. Healthy and gender equal communities are more resilient
and better positioned to adapt to climate change effects.

The impacts of the climate crisis on sexual and reproductive health and rights are many. They include
reduced or unavailable services in areas affected by disasters, harmful impacts on maternal health
due to heat exposure, and increased incidence of sexual and gender-based violence in situations of
humanitarian crises or displacement. As the impacts of the climate crisis become more severe,
adverse outcomes for sexual and reproductive health and rights will only increase. Inequalities and
marginalization are key factors in heightening vulnerability to the impacts of the climate crisis.
Addressing gender inequality and other forms of marginalization is therefore crucial for reducing
vulnerability and enhancing resilience. Sexual and reproductive health and rights are critical for
advancing gender equality and for overcoming marginalization and thus for strengthening individuals’
and communities’ resilience and capacity to adapt to the climate crisis. Sexual and reproductive
health and rights should be recognized as an important element of climate change adaptation and
resilience. But control of people’s reproductive health and fertility can never be a mitigation strategy.

We therefor see one of the strategies proposed under Support to The Central African Forest Initiative
(CAFI) under The Tropical Forests Initiative for climate and development 2024-2027as highly
problematic. On page 141 of the document (project document for The Central African Forest Initiative
(2024-27) page 29-30) it reads that the CAFl is going to use the following two strategies to achieve the
outcome “Population growth and migration to forests and forest fronts are slowed down”; 7: Access to
modern family planning services increased and 2: Family planning awareness amongst women and
men increased. We would like to stress that the proposal of promoting family planning as a mitigation
strategy aiming to reduce population size is not in line with HRBA. Such a strategy violates people’s
sexual and reproductive health and rights and bodily autonomy.

Rhetoric and actions suggesting curbs on the fertility of women and girls as a solution for social and
environmental ills have a long and dangerous history and still manifest today. Policies and practices
driven by a desire to stem population growth have led to countless human rights violations. The
International Conference on Population and Development in 1994 marked an important shift away
from earlier population focused objectives to a broader sexual and reproductive health and rights
agenda, grounded in individual human rights. The urgency of the climate crisis must not serve as
justification for harmful and coercive population control narratives, policies, and practices. Mitigation
of climate change requires addressing unsustainable patterns of consumption and production,
particularly in high income countries, where per capita levels of greenhouse gas emissions far exceed
those in lower income groups. Promotion of contraception as a solution for climate change
instrumentalizes women’s and girls’ bodies and places emphasis and responsibility for tackling the



climate crisis on those least responsible for contributing to it but most severely affected by its
impacts. Itis a deeply unjust and harmful distraction from countries’ responsibilities to address the
structural drivers of the climate crisis.

We therefor urge the Department for Green Diplomacy and Climate, Danida to revisit The Central
African Forest Initiative (CAFI) project again and make sure that the projectis based on human rights
and ensuring that it is in no way violating peoples SRHR.

On the other hand, we encourage Department for Green Diplomacy and Climate, Danida to include
access to the full range of SRHR as an effective adaptation strategy throughout the Strategic
Framework for the Tropical Forests Initiative for Climate and Sustainable Development 2024 - 2027
and we stand ready to provide technical advice and experience in that regards may it be relevant.



