Santiago Network on Loss and Damage: Comments by DanChurchAid
Thank you very much for sharing this important project. DanChurchAid is pleased that Denmark intends to support the Santiago Network on Loss and Damage. Loss and Damage is a relatively new concept in both development and humanitarian debates. Although people and communities have long experienced climate-related loss and damage, development and humanitarian actors have only recently begun to address these situations with a focused response.
Loss and Damage encompasses a wide range of situations. It can include the loss of harvests for smallholder farmers in fragile communities. Additionally, it may relate to rising interest rates in small islands, where investors are increasingly hesitant to engage. At the same time, non-economic loss is becoming a growing challenge, and both development and humanitarian actors are still learning how to respond effectively.
This is why the Santiago Network on Loss and Damage is crucial. Once fully operational, the network will enable relevant stakeholders to receive advice and share both challenges and experiences, thereby improving the quality of efforts to address loss and damage. The Santiago Network is relevant for both governments and non-state actors engaged in addressing loss and damage.
Our Comments and Reflections on the Project Document:
1. Classification as Adaptation: The project is currently classified as 100% adaptation under the Rio markers, which is technically correct. However, we feel compelled to respond, as a united group of developing countries, gathered in the G77, opposes this interpretation. Loss and Damage is a standalone topic in the Paris Agreement and should be reported separately from adaptation. We acknowledge that Denmark opposes this position.
2. Initiative and Challenges: The Santiago Network on Loss and Damage is a new initiative about to commence. It is difficult to foresee its effects, and as described in the project document, there are risks and challenges. However, the Santiago Network is the result of lengthy negotiations and holds significant political value. Developed countries have long refused to support loss and damage, and agreeing to establish the Santiago Network was a major success resulting from international negotiations. Therefore, it is essential to ensure this decision is implemented, and the Santiago Network can start delivering results. Danish support demonstrates leadership in this regard.
3. Relationship with Other Bodies: The Santiago Network on Loss and Damage should be viewed in relation to the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage and the Executive Committee of the Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss and Damage. As described in the project document these three bodies play different roles and complement each other. At DanChurchAid, we appreciate that Denmark has acknowledged the importance of these bodies through both financial support and membership in boards and committees.
4. Geopolitical Dimension: Support for the Santiago Network for Loss and Damage has a geopolitical dimension, as it will also strengthen relationships with the Least Developed Countries (LDC) group and the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS). For these groups, the creation of the Santiago Network was a success, and they have high expectations for its implementation.
DanChurchAid has followed the negotiations and establishment of the Santiago Network on Loss and Damage, both in UNFCCC talks and through participation in related events, including the workshop in Copenhagen mentioned in the project document. We are now considering how to continue our engagement effectively. Together with partners, we already support many projects related to loss and damage and have created our own marker to monitor these projects. Our continued engagement could be both as a member of the network, where we could share our experiences, and as a beneficiary, as we also seek support to improve our efforts to address loss and damage.

