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SAVE THE CHILDREN DENMARK HEARING RESPONSE
SAHEL FUTURE GENERATIONS PROGRAMME (SFGP) 2026-2029

Save the Children Denmark first and foremost welcomes the Sahel Future Generations Programme (SFGP) as a sign of continued strong commitment by the Danish Government towards the populations of Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger in an increasingly fragile and complex context. We appreciate the programme’s focus on democratic space, youth opportunities, and community resilience.
Observations and clarifications: 
· We take note of and appreciate that several of the programme components build on existing engagement from the embassies in Mali and Burkina Faso/Niger. This makes sense as it relates to programmes which are essential to the target groups in the SFGP and as it sends a signal of continuity of engagement. We believe that this is very important vis-à-vis the Danish engagement in the Central Sahel and the possibility for Denmark to remain a development and humanitarian partner caring for the populations. A short paragraph on Danish SPA partners long-term engagement in the Sahel would have strengthened the document and provided a more comprehensive understanding of Denmark’s engagement in the Sahel.
· [bookmark: _Hlk215829750][bookmark: _Hlk215829635]We appreciate that the Danish Strategic Partners have been consulted in the process of developing the SFGP. We believe that the direct outcome of this engagement is what translates into the Nordic Sahel Facility with a budget frame of 225 M DKK over the programme period of 2026-2029. It is, however, not clear from the programme document how the Nordic Sahel Facility will operate in practice and how Danish SPA partners and our Sahelian national partners may become involved in implementing the Nordic Sahel Facility. Once a Fund Manager is appointed, is it the idea that calls for proposals will be issued? Will these be for Danish SPA partners and our Sahelian partners to apply for? Will there be few large allocations inviting for multi-annual and potentially multi-country and multi-NGO set-ups in order to achieve HDP and Climate nexus outcomes e.g. complementary to our existing SPA engagement in the Central Sahel? 
· The role of civil society is mainly described in the SFGP document in terms of its limitations and challenges. These are real and exist. However, Danish NGOs play a pivotal role in empowering local institutions. The presence of and collaborating with international NGOs is paramount in environments like the Sahel where the operational space for civil society is shrinking. Danish NGOs together with Sahelian civil society partners are delivering in several fields, e.g. on child rights, gender equality, early marriage and in several sectors and provide essential support (and hope) for communities. This role, and the role and inclusion of Sahelian civil society partners, is less well described and acknowledged in the SFGP document and that seems to be a missing opportunity. 
· The coordination of the different projects under the SFGP is going to be important to ensure complementarity and impact across the different interventions towards the population in the Central Sahel. We will be happy to engage with the embassy in Senegal and AFRPOL and HUMCIV in Copenhagen on coordination across Danish engagement in the Central Sahel. 
· Collaboration with national governments:  We would encourage the MFA to clarify the position of the Danish Civil Society in working with the national governments in the three countries. It is our experience that it is inevitable to have to coordinate with the national government/authorities to ensure access and permissions. We understand, respect and support that Denmark cannot collaborate and fund programmes directly with the national governments, however the local CSOs cannot operate without a minimum of collaboration with the same national governments/authorities. This implies that the international community cannot operate, in any efforts to strengthen democratic voices, creating economic opportunities for young people, and helping rural communities adapt to conflict and climate shocks without coordination and acceptance of the national government/authorities. 

Suggestions and Recommendations 
To ensure that the SFGP will reach those most affected by and vulnerable to conflict, displacement and climate shocks, we offer the following observations and recommendations:
· An explicit inclusion of children and adolescents across all strategic objectives. The programme focuses primarily on “youth (15–35).” However, children and adolescents aged 5 –17 are among the most vulnerable to conflict and climate shocks in the Sahel. They face school closures, recruitment by armed groups, protection risks, health issues and malnutrition, early marriage, and displacement. Considering the Danish cross-cutting priorities on HRBA and LNOB, it is a critical gap that the SFGP document disregard children. Referencing ‘Future Generations’ we need to understand and include children as key stakeholders for changing gender dynamics, for ensuring more sustainable use of natural resources, and for promoting a democratic and civil space. 
We recommend explicitly integrating children and adolescents into the programme design and results frameworks across all three strategic objectives.
We recommend including child-centered resilience more explicitly in the narrative and focus of the strategic objective 3. An entry point for this could be the next phase of WFP’s Integrated Resilience Programme from 2027, which is suggested to be supporting as part of the SFGP.  Its objective to build local capacities to anticipate, absorb, and adapt to shocks creates a logical opportunity to improve access to shock-responsive social protection, improving and other relevant services such as early warning systems for children. This would also clearly strengthen alignment with global child rights commitments and the principles for Locally Led Adaptation.
· Reinforce child and youth protection as a cross-cutting priority. In line with a needed strengthened focus on children, we also emphasize that child protection, psychosocial support, safeguarding, and prevention of recruitment or exploitation are central to stabilization efforts in the Sahel. 
· Strengthening youth and women’s economic opportunities 
We recommend linking vocational training and entrepreneurship to climate resilience development pathways, such as green jobs, climate-smart agriculture, and sustainable resource management. These linkages would not only strengthen youth and women’s economic opportunities but would also generate synergy with outcome 3 on resilient natural resource use and ensure that skills development contributes to long-term adaptation and inclusive growth.
· Strengthen localisation and protection of local partners. Local youth- and child-focused organisations are critical for SFGP’s objectives of strengthened community resiliency, a strengthened democratic space and youth inclusion and opportunities. They, however, operate under intense pressure, in high risks areas, with often very little security training and capacity.  
We recommend adding explicit provisions for safe localisation, safeguarding, risk mitigation, and long-term capacity strengthening of local civil society partners, also in light of MFA’s commitment to localization and equal partnerships.
We recommend that the SFGP document strengthens the focus on equal partnerships with local CSOs in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger to ensure that their priorities and analyses of needs for the populations form the basis of support e.g. through the Nordic Sahel Facility. 
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