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	comments to denmark-ethiopia strategic framework 2025-2029



The Danish Institute for Human Rights would like to complement the draft strategic framework for the Denmark-Ethiopia 2025-2029. We find the analytical part as well as the identified strategic directions are well founded and there is a clear connection between identified challenges and areas of future areas of intervention combined with a balanced selection of key stakeholders.

The comments we offer can be considered as minor adjustments to analysis of the current context in Ethiopia. In addition, we have a few concrete suggestions regarding the forward-looking interventions.


2. Context, challenges and risks

COMMENTS:
In Geopolitical and Regional the potential of Ethiopia acting as a stabilizing factor in a troubled region is highlighted and so is the conflict in Northern Ethiopia and tensions with neighbouring countries which have grown in recent years. 

However, the internal conflicts are no longer confined to the north but have spread to Amhara and Oromia as is described in Security. In spite of peace negotiations with the regions, the new armed conflicts continue, add to the draining of the country in various respects, expand the humanitarian crisis and deepen the already alarming and systematic violations of human rights. Given these critical developments Ethiopia is in fact contributing towards a further destabilization of the region. Ethiopia can at this point not be considered a stabilizing factor. 

In Security the conflict in Oromia is not mentioned although the situation in this region has gradually worsened since 2020. Ongoing ill-legal mass arrests resulting in long term detentions without trials, disappearances and killings are well documented. The federal and regional governments appear to apply a confrontational and armed approach towards the insurgents which points to a long-term conflict.

The concluding part of the sub-section Security is precise as it points toward the negative consequences of the conflicts in the recent years. It could be underpinned that the internal conflicts are far from resolved and is likely to dominate the country in the coming years. 

 In Economic and Social Development, it could be added that the conflicts and wars have had serious consequences on the population in the affected areas and there remains a continued need for humanitarian assistance. It is well described in Humanitarian Challenges and Migration the need for reconstructions including infra-structures, livelihood and sectors such as health, education and housing will take up extensive resources and call for long-term reconstruction programmes by the federal and regional governments.

Democracy and Human Rights reflects well the issues of critical concerns. However, the imbalance between the Ethiopian government indicating commitment to address human rights issues and the lack of tangible improvements or setbacks as seen in the delayed transitional justice process and the shrinking civic space could be sharpened. There is a concerning discrepancy between intentions and actions of the federal government as the description of the human rights section well indicate.

In Scenarios for the Future in Improvements it is suggested to add that a transitional justice process is initiated and carried out in a transparent and independent manner with the purpose of providing justice and reparation for the victims of the recent wars and conflicts. 


              5. Vision and strategic objectives

COMMENTS
Under the first strategic objective expanding partnerships for human rights, it is proposed to add support to the Ethiopian government to ensure adoption and implementation of the National Action Plan of Human Rights. A national action plan could act as an instrument to increase the transparency of the government and to help keeping it accountable to its human rights commitments. As concerning human rights set-back have gradually increased since 2020 it is critical to address this development.

In Promote human rights, social coherence, stability and peace the listed human rights priorities, partners, programmes etc are appreciated and well balanced in terms of leaving the door open for supporting developments and upcoming national initiatives while at the same time encourage that these are aligned with regional and international standards. 

Private sector engagements in resilience would be a timely priority. The Danish Institute for Human Rights has over the past years followed the development of this sector closely and engaged in several pilot projects in collaborated with Ethiopian Human Rights Commission, Addis Ababa University Centre for Human Rights, and the Ethiopian Women in Energy Association. 
  
The government of Ethiopia is increasingly placing priority on the private sector to drive economic development. Ethiopia has revised its investment proclamation to attract more investors, increase global competitiveness of the national economy and its export performance. 

Ethiopia has started liberalizing its market and opened various sectors of its economy to foreign investors. As of recent there has been an influx of several multinational enterprises into the country investing in economic sectors including Telcom service, petroleum exploration, mining, real estate, largescale commercial farming, apparel industries, manufacturing, and renewable energy. The financial sector is now opened for foreign investors.

As per the current development policy, the government has identified five priority investment sectors namely, agriculture, manufacturing, mining, ICT, and tourism. 

This indicates the increasing role of business in the development policy of Ethiopia and calls for an adequate regulatory framework on business and human rights. A relevant opportunity could be to provide support to the development of National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights. 
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