

[image: ]


Strategic Partnerships 2027-2031

Annex 1 
Application Form

	

INTRODUCTION

This application form is for Danish civil society organisations invited to submit a full proposal for a Strategic Partnership 2027-2031 with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), following the prequalification process. By submitting a full proposal, the applicant declares that the capacity level assessed during the prequalification is still the same or increased. Please refer to the Information Note for SPA 2027-2031 when completing this form.

The proposal must be submitted to the MFA, Department for Humanitarian Action and Civil Society no later than [xx Month] 2026 at 12:00 noon. Please send it to humcivspa3@um.dk. 

The MFA will invite applicants for a joint Q&A meeting on [xx Month] 2026 (separate invite will follow). Questions must be submitted by e-mail no later than [xx Month] 2026 at 12:00 noon. Questions and answers will be anonymised and published at the MFA website.

This full proposal is focusing on and assessing applicants’ overall strategic relevance towards prioritized approaches and thematic focus areas outlined in the Information Note and according to the criteria listed in Annex 1B, but will not include assessment of specific country/regional/thematic ToCs.

If applicants are successful in achieving a Strategic Partnership, they will expectedly be notified in [Month] 2026, including information about the expected grant level (subject to parliamentary approval). 

Hereafter, applicants are expected to programme their specific engagements at country/regional/thematic level together with local and other partners, according to their ambitions and commitments described in this full proposal as well as their Local Leadership Strategy. 

The deadline for submitting these country/regional/thematic ToCs will be [xx Month] 2026. Guidance and further information on submitting these ToCs will be shared with partners at a later stage. A revised Budget Summary (Annex 2) as well as an annual budget for 2027 (Annex 3) should also be submitted [xx Month] 2026, corresponding to the announced expected grant level and adhering to the requirements of SPA 2027-2031. The ToCs, revised Budget Summary and annual budget is subject to MFA final approval.


The proposal

The full proposal shall comprise:
· This standard application form (Annex 1) duly filled in
· Summary Results Framework
· Case descriptions on track record 
· Mandatory annexes as specified in this application form
· Budget Summary (Annex 2) including annexes

It is mandatory to use the standard application form when applying for a full proposal. The application form has been prepared to guide the applicants in filling in the form. Approaches (overarching and cross-cutting) as well as thematic priorities are all described in the Information Note and should be carefully considered by applicants when filling in the application form. 

Please delete this introduction (page 1-3) as well as the guiding text under section 1-3 and update the table of content before submitting the proposal. 

The proposal shall be written in English. The maximum length of separate parts of the application form, as indicated in the application form, must be respected. Single line spacing and the font Garamond 13 shall be applied throughout. Please indicate division of sub-sections by either using a space line and/or by using bold types to point out the new subject described. 

The proposal shall include a number of recent cases to illustrate the track record of the applicant within the five thematic priorities of the Strategy for Development Cooperation (single applicants or consortium as a whole). Annex 1A sets out specific instructions for the preparation of such cases. 

The application form should be submitted as a PDF file named “[name of organisation] SPA 2027-2031 Proposal”. Mandatory attachments and annexes should be submitted in separate PDF files named “[name of organisation] [name of attachment/annex]”. Cases should be submitted in one PDF file named “[name of organisation] Cases”. All tables containing figures (e.g., Budget Summary) should be in excel. A numbered overview of all materials submitted should be provided. 

The original proposal should be signed by a person duly authorised to commit the applicant. If the applicant is a consortium, the consortium authorises the lead applicant to sign on behalf of all members of the consortium.

The proposal will be assessed and scored according to the assessment criteria listed in Annex 1B. Applicant information and Executive summary (section 1) should be filled out as part of the application but are for information and overview only (will not be assessed and scored).

Any other information submitted by the applicant than the standard application form and required documentation and attachments will not form part of the assessment of the proposal.

It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that the proposal contains all information necessary to allow the MFA to assess the proposal against the Information Note and the assessment criteria listed in Annex 1B. It is therefore of the utmost importance that the proposal is comprehensive, contains all relevant and necessary information, and is precise in every respect. 

For consortia, documentation submitted shall cover the consortium as a whole with relevant contributions from all consortium members.


When and how to submit the proposal

The proposal must be submitted to the MFA, Department for Humanitarian Action and Civil Society no later than [xx Month] 2026 at 12:00 noon. Please send it to humcivspa3@um.dk. No e-mail may exceed 100 MB. In case of reaching this limit, please divide the material in several e-mails with indicative numbers. Proposals received after the deadline may be rejected. 

A confirmation will be sent for each proposal submitted.

The applicant may modify its proposal after submitting it, if the modification is received in writing before the deadline for submission of proposals, but not thereafter. Applicants can at any point withdraw their proposal.

A proposal submitted in any other way than as described may be rejected by the MFA.





APPLICATION FORM – Full Proposal SPA 2027-2031

Submitted by: [Insert name of applicant]
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	[bookmark: _Toc221107208]Applicant information and signature



	Name of applicant organisation (lead applicant in case of consortium)
	

	Contact person for this proposal: name, email, telephone
	

	Name of any additional applicant organisations (consortia only) 
	

	[Insert more fields as appropriate]
	

	Please enclose, in case of consortium, Memorandum of Understanding or similar, signed by all consortium members.





	Name of authorised representative of the applicant
	

	Title
	

	Place/date

	

	Signature
	







	[bookmark: _Toc221107209]Executive summary (max. 2 pages)



To introduce and provide an overview of the proposed Strategic Partnership, an executive summary of the proposal is required including the overall justification and objective(s) as well as key strategic priorities (both in terms of approaches and thematic focus). This section is not in itself a part of the scoring but may serve as a relevant overview and reference point for the rest of the proposal. 

Please fill out the table below of country engagements[footnoteRef:2] indicating the adherence to the geographical requirement (50 pct. in Africa, Ukraine and the European eastern neighbourhood, and the Middle East). [2:  Budget levels for country engagements should correspond to the levels presented in the Budget Summary (Annex 2). The budget levels of country engagements will expectedly be adjusted in the follow-up process when successful applicants have been identified and final grant levels announced. ] 


	Region
	Accumulated % for the region
	Country/Regional
	% of PPA

	Africa
	
	[Add/delete rows as needed]
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Ukraine and European Eastern Neighbourhood
	
	[Add/delete rows as needed]
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk219393176]Middle East
	
	[Add/delete rows as needed]
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Africa, Ukraine and European eastern neighbourhood and Middle East (min. 50 pct.)
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk219393304]Asia
	
	[Add/delete rows as needed]
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	The Pacific region
	
	[Add/delete rows as needed]
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Latin America
	
	[Add/delete rows as needed]
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total
	




[bookmark: _Toc79401147]

	[bookmark: _Toc221107210]Approaches 



	[bookmark: _Toc221107211]Local leadership and Danish added value (max. 2 pages)



Strategic Partnerships are expected to be ambitious and progressive in all aspects of local leadership and should furthermore demonstrate distinct added value of the Danish partner in support of sustainable development efforts and strengthened local leadership. Applicants should:

2.1.1		Summarize overall ambition and commitment to local leadership in the Strategic Partnership, with reference to the applicant’s Local Leadership Strategy (max 5 pages including one page matrix-overview to track progress annually), in line with section 2.1 in the Information Note, and adhering to the six core elements and requirements. Applicants must furthermore explain the planned process of developing country/regional/thematic engagements in collaboration with partners as part of SPA 2027-2031, including how local partners will be involved in the process. 

2.1.2 	Describe the added value of the Danish strategic partner vis-à-vis other partners – local, national, Danish and international. This includes specific technical capacity or expertise also within wider international alliances or networks, correspondence between national work in Denmark and the international engagement as well as the ability – where relevant – to draw on other Danish competencies, actors and stakeholders also beyond traditional civil society including chambers of commerce, Danish companies, and their representative organisations. 

Attach: Local Leadership strategy.

	[bookmark: _Toc221107212]Information and public engagement – IPE (max. 1 page)



Strategic partners are expected to play a proactive role in engaging the Danish public and strengthening the general level of understanding of, and support for, the Danish development cooperation. Applicants should:

2.2.1 	Describe the overall approach and ambition in the Strategic Partnership for strengthening information and public engagement in Denmark including how the Strategic Partnership will engage various groups in Denmark and facilitate people-to-people exchanges and encounters and strengthen two-way-learning. Targets for IPE should be included in the Summary Results Framework, reflecting the ambition of reach and impact.
2.2.2   Describe how local voices, leadership and representation are integrated in IPE activities. 
2.2.3	Describe synergies between the applicant’s international development engagement and Danish information and public engagement activities.

	[bookmark: _Toc221107213]Gearing of resources (max. 1 page)



Strategic partners are expected to contribute to the mobilization of additional/alternative funding towards development purposes, beyond MFA funding. Applicants should:
2.3.1 	Briefly describe the planned sources of own-financing activities similar to those funded by the MFA, corresponding to at least 25 pct. of the Strategic Partnership budget. 
2.3.2 	Describe expected strategic use of MFA funds towards mobilizing other funding for humanitarian and development purposes beyond MFA funding, such as co-financing, basket funds, joint programmes, and match funding of local partners to enhance scale, influence, and promote harmonisation in countries and regions. The description should include targets for this mobilization.
For applicants intending to engage in financial mobilization through innovative and blended finance activities: If the applicant deems that the substantial requirements for engaging activities – as listed in the Administrative Guidelines – are met, the applicant must submit concept note(s) as described in Administrative Guidelines section 11.3. Applicants should furthermore in this application form:

2.3.3		Describe, in broad terms, the proposed approach to innovative and blended finance activities, including how the applicant makes use of their expertise to ensure high programming standards, especially within the following areas: accountability, monitoring and evaluation, local leadership, use of local expertise, facilitation of stakeholder engagement, alignment with development goals, alignment with SPA objectives, safeguarding of human rights and safeguarding of social and environmental standards.
In-depth technical descriptions of approach should be covered by the attached concept note. Descriptions of specific activities and programmatic elements, should be covered under section 3 Thematic Priorities below. 
Attach: Concept note(s) on innovative and blended finance activities (if relevant).
[bookmark: _Toc79401152]
	[bookmark: _Toc221107214]Cross-cutting programming approaches (max. 3 pages)



Applicants are expected to consider and apply key cross-cutting programming approaches in the Strategic Partnership as described in the Information Note. Please describe approach, commitment and ambition in the Strategic Partnership to:

2.4.1 	Strengthen civil society as a goal in itself as well as applying a multistakeholder approach to strengthen collective impact.

2.4.2 	Apply a HRBA and LNOB approach focusing on marginalised groups’ rights and dignity, including efforts to include, protect and reach those most in need.

2.4.3 	Ensuring a cross-cutting focus on girls and women’s social, economic and political rights, including participation, representation, and leadership. This includes working with women-led organisations and women’s rights organisations.  

2.4.4	Meaningful inclusion of children and young people, including focus on rights, empowerment, voice, representation and specific vulnerabilities of children and youth. 

2.4.5		Meaningful inclusion of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, including focus on rights, empowerment, voice, and specific vulnerabilities of persons with disabilities. 

2.4.6	Integrated (nexus) approach - wider and longer-term multisectoral - to development and crisis response that sustainably reduces vulnerabilities and increase resilience.

2.4.7	Integration of climate, nature and biodiversity concerns and elements in programming, ensuring that activities do not harm the environment and that possible synergies and co-benefits with environment and climate goals are considered.

2.4.8		Strengthening global and local connectedness and coordination through strategic dialogue, collaboration and coordination with the MFA, other strategic partners and relevant stake holders at country, regional and international level, as well as leveraging and impacting on networks, alliances and partnerships.

	[bookmark: _Toc219201208][bookmark: _Toc221107215]Thematic Priorities (max. 8 pages)



Strategic Partnerships are expected to be developed against and aligned with the five thematic priorities in the Information Note with point of departure in the strategic partners’ own mandate vision, goals, strategies and core competencies. Applicants should:

3.1 		Describe the overall rationale, justification, objectives and outcomes for the entire Strategic Partnership, including overall Theory of Change (ToC) with e.g., intervention logic, expected changes, key assumptions and associated risks. The description should include overall description of main partners and stakeholders. Finally, it should be described how the Strategic Partnership is coherent with the applicant’s overall mandate, vision, goals, strategies and core competencies.  

3.2 	Describe the overall programme engagement including how the Strategic Partnership will align with and contribute to one or more of the five thematic priorities outlined in the Information Note and, if relevant, how they are interlinked. This section should further include a brief description of country/regional engagements with overall thematic focus areas and partners. If relevant: applicants proposing engagements in countries/regions or within thematic focus areas, where the applicant has not been present previously, must indicate and overall justify this decision.   

Attach: 
· Refer to at least 3 cases showing relevant track record across the proposed programme engagement (refer to Annex 1A).
· Overall ToC illustration.
· A Summary Results Framework (max 4 pages) outlining overall outcomes and impact for the five-year period including annual targets on progress.
· A Budget Summary for the Strategic Partnership with breakdowns and related annexes specified in the designated format (Annex 2).  
· Existing international strategy or similar.
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